
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426

OFFICE OF ENERGY MARKET REGULATION

In Reply Refer To:
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
Docket No. ER15-1293-000

May 14, 2015

Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
Attention: Joseph W. Ghormley, Attorney
201 Worthen Drive
Little Rock, AR 72223

Reference: Tariff Revisions Regarding Multi-Day Reliability Commitment in 
Conservative Operations

Dear Mr. Ghormley:

On March 16, 2015, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (SPP) filed proposed revisions to 
the SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff (Tariff) to clarify whether and how resources 
are committed in the multi-day reliability assessment after “Conservative Operations”
have been implemented pursuant to the SPP Emergency Operating Plan (EOP).  Please be 
advised that SPP’s submittal is deficient and that additional information is necessary to 
process the filing.  Please provide the following information: 

(1) In its filing, SPP proposes a new section 4.5.2 of Attachment AE in its Tariff. The 
proposed section specifies that SPP may commit resources as part of 
“Conservative Operations as defined in the Emergency Operating Plan posted on 
[SPP’s] website.”  SPP’s transmittal letter indicates that section 9.1 of the EOP
defines “Conservative Operations.”  The “SPP BA Emergency Operations Plan,” 
located at http://www.spp.org/section.asp?pageID=153, is under password 
protection.  As such, it is not possible for the Commission to review section 9.1, or
to review how SPP currently defines “Conservative Operations.”  In order for the 
Commission to evaluate the proposed Tariff revisions, please submit the current 
version of the section or subsection of the EOP that defines “Conservative 
Operations.” Please also explain why SPP is not proposing to define 
“Conservative Operations” in the Tariff.
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Additionally, please describe the frequency with which SPP has experienced
“Conservative Operations” and give examples of the conditions involved.  Please 
also provide any specific operational and/or planning criteria/conditions that affect
the decision for SPP to enter “Conservative Operations,” and outline any 
operational and/or planning criteria differences under “Conservative Operations” 
from SPP’s “normal” operations status.  

(2) SPP’s March 16 transmittal letter states that the Consolidated Balancing Authority
can implement “Conservative Operations” when it needs to take extraordinary 
measures to maintain reliability – including committing resources early to 
facilitate fuel procurement.1  Section 4.5 of Attachment AE of the Tariff states that 
the purpose of the multi-day reliability assessment is “to evaluate the need to issue 
Commitment Instructions to start-up for Resources that cannot be committed in 
the Day-Ahead RUC because of their long lead times.”2  Please explain whether 
and how the proposed tariff revisions would expand the set of resources 
considered for commitment in the multi-day reliability assessment during 
“Conservative Operations.”  In your answer, please explain whether the multi-day 
reliability assessment would only commit long-lead-time resources when SPP is in 
“Conservative Operations” under the proposed Tariff changes, or if resources 
other than long-lead-time resources would also be included in the set of potential 
commitments.  Please include a discussion of whether and how the multi-day 
reliability assessment could commit resources other than long-lead-time resources
to facilitate fuel procurement when SPP is in “Conservative Operations” under the 
proposed Tariff changes.  Please cite relevant Tariff provisions.

(3) The currently effective language in section 4.5.3 of Attachment AE of the Tariff
states:

The Transmission Provider will communicate the Commitment Instructions 
resulting from the Multi-Day Reliability Assessment to the affected Market 
Participants.  At the time of this notification, the submitted Offers become 
binding and the selected Resource(s) Offers are committed in the Day-
Ahead Market.  Multi-Day Reliability Assessment Resources committed by 
the Transmission Provider will be eligible for Day-Ahead Market make 

                                             
1 See SPP Transmittal Letter at 4.

2 Tariff Attachment AE § 4.5.
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whole payment guarantees.

The Tariff language indicates that commitments resulting from the multi-day 
reliability assessment are committed in the day-ahead market.  Please explain 
whether and how the currently effective Tariff allows SPP to de-commit units 
committed in the multi-day reliability assessment prior to the day-ahead market, 
both during and outside of “Conservative Operations.”  Please explain SPP’s 
current practice for adjusting multi-day reliability commitments as conditions 
change in the context of each of the scenarios listed below.  In each scenario, 
please describe whether and how SPP can de-commit units under the currently 
effective Tariff, and describe make whole payment eligibility in each case.

Scenarios

A. A generating unit is committed in the multi-day reliability assessment 
during normal operations, and conditions later change such that the 
commitment is no longer necessary.

B. A generating unit is committed in the multi-day reliability assessment 
during normal operations, and is later de-committed to address an 
emergency condition.

C. A generating unit is committed in the multi-day reliability assessment 
during “Conservative Operations,” and conditions later change such that 
“Conservative Operations” do not apply and the commitment is no 
longer necessary.

D. A generating unit is committed in the multi-day reliability assessment 
during “Conservative Operations,” and is later de-committed to address 
an emergency condition.

(4) Proposed section 4.5.3 of Attachment AE states that resources “committed out of” 
the multi-day reliability assessment during “Conservative Operations” may only 
be de-committed under certain conditions.  There is potential ambiguity in the 
phrase “committed out of.”  Please explain whether the phrase refers to 
commitments made as part of the multi-day reliability assessment, or to 
commitments made in processes separate from (outside of) the multi-day 
reliability assessment. If the phrase refers to commitments made as part of the 
multi-day reliability assessment, please explain why the proposed language refers 
only to resources committed during “Conservative Operations” and not to other 
resources committed as part of the multi-day reliability assessment.  If the phrase 
refers to commitments in processes outside of the multi-day reliability assessment, 
please describe the process(es), and cite relevant Tariff provisions.  
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This letter is issued pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 375.307(a)(1)(v) (2014) and is 
interlocutory.  This letter is not subject to rehearing pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 385.713
(2014), and a response to this letter must be filed with the Secretary of the Commission 
within 30 days of the date of this letter by making an amendment filing in accordance 
with the Commission’s electronic tariff requirements.3

The information requested in this letter will constitute an amendment to your 
filing, and a new filing date will be established, pursuant to Duke Power Company, 57 
FERC ¶ 61,215 (1991), upon receipt of SPP’s electronic tariff filing.  A notice of 
amendment will be issued upon receipt of your response.

Please send an additional electronic version of your response to Mr. Eric Krall at 
eric.krall@ferc.gov.

Failure to respond to this letter within the time period specified may result in an 
order rejecting your filing.  Pending receipt of the above information, a filing date will 
not be assigned to your filing.

Sincerely,

Penny S. Murrell, Director
Division of Electric Power
Regulation - Central

                                             
3 Electronic Tariff Filings, 130 FERC ¶ 61,047, at PP 3-8 (2010) (stating that an 

amendment filing must include at least one tariff record even though a tariff revision 
might not otherwise be needed).
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